Wrecksploration Divers
Minutes of 9/20/07 meeting

Meeting called to order at 7:45 pm

In Attendance:

Adam Altman

Randi Eisen

Russ Lusterman

Steve Eisen

Robert DeStefano

Bill Pfeiffer

Elliot Bertoni

Bob Auteri

Doug Haman

Thomas Sokolowski

Jody Lupo

Bill Blais

Thomas Butcher

David Bush

John Noonan

Adam Altman (AA) organization president welcomes and introduces everybody. 15 members were in attendance.

Russell Lusterman (RL) presents treasurer’s report. $ 2535 in bank with $ 703 owed to several members for out of pocket expenses.

AA discusses in detail all Wrecksploration dives done as well as attempted this year. Elliot Bertoni reviewed his detailed sketch and log from the “J&F Wreck” found on the first dive trip we ran. We also discussed explorations which were run by other boats in which Wrecksploration members participated, as well as some non Wrecksploration explorations made this year.

AA informed everyone that the dive season is not over and that future exploration dives will be attempted. Randi Eisen (RE) said she is waiting to hear back from Dan Berg as to his October schedule. We are also hoping to reschedule the trip on the Sea Turtle which was blown out, and run one more trip on the Euphoria.
Based on the events of the 9/9/07 Euphoria trip, it was felt that a policy should be in place as to whether continued exploration attempts should be made after unsuccessful attempts or should a known wreck be dove before the conclusion of any boat trip. It was unanimously agreed that the divers onboard should vote such a decision. The policy to be voted upon tonight was whether a unanimous or majority vote of the divers on onboard would be needed to continue exploring versus going to a known wreck. The vote was 8 in favor of needing unanimous consent and 7 in favor of needing majority consent in order to continue further exploration. 
Since the vote was so close, further discussion commenced. It was finally resolved by unanimous vote that each trip will be designated in advance to be either a 100% exploration trip or one that will offer a guaranteed wreck dive before returning to dock. It was pointed out that even on a 100% exploration trip, unanimous consent can change the agenda. 
Bob Auteri gave a discussion on his and dive buddy Les Glick’s 20 year history of beach diving and wreck exploration which was both informative and interesting. The fruits of their years of research, a database of  almost 2000 wrecks, Loran Numbers, and lost ships, has been generously donated to Wrecksploration by Les Glick, in the hopes that it will help us launch our research and explorations, thus continuing the work he and Bob started. Bob read a letter to us from Les, who wished us luck in our explorations, and encouraged us to continue in our mission.
AA announced the project of Beach Wrecksploration, to be launched in the near future, and coordinated by Bob Auteri. There are many wrecks known to have sunk close to our shores that have never been located or dived. This initiative will open up shipwreck exploration opportunities to beach divers.

A discussion ensued on what equipment Wrecksploration would need to buy in the future in order to achieve our missions. Sidescan sonar and 3d or forward looking sonar        were mentioned as possibilities. While the cost of such devices has in the past been prohibitive, inexpensive units that would satisfy our needs are becoming available on the market, and there are always opportunities to purchase used equipment at a discount. We will do some research into what is available at our affordability level, and report back the findings to help make an informed decision.
It was decided that we look to public grant opportunities as a way to raise funds since the previously discussed equipment isn’t cheap. The Sachem Public Library has the “Foundation Center”, a resource for grant research. Grant writing experts perform contingency based services. We should look into these opportunities.
Other resources for members discussed include an index or library of shipwreck research materials, books about shipwreck research, and museums and libraries with information on shipwreck research. Elliot Bertoni will forward his list of resources for inclusion, and AA will post his Internet links to important research resources. Our web site will be expanded to include these resources, as well as making our research database accessible to members, with facilities for tracking all our members research. This project will begin this winter, to be available for use by our members for next season.
T-shirts with the Wrecksploration logo was unanimously requested by members.

Meeting was adjourned at 11:00 pm.

